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MITFOED  AND  LAUNDITCH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
ANNUAL  REB3RT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HELALTH  FOR  1955. 

Muiiai  *mhjiihh!»hhhhmit)h  « no* 

Mr.  Chairaian,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1955. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  of  the  district  was 
18,390,  a  decrease  of  30  as  compared  with  the  previous  year* 

It  would  appear  that  a  steady  downward  trend  in  the 
population  is  now  taking  place. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

253  births,  of  which  13  were  illegitimate,  were 
reg  istered  during  the  year,  and  there  were  196  deaths  from 
all  causes.  This  is  the  lowest  number  of  births  in  the 
post  war  period. 

The  birth  rate,  13.76,  has  decreased  by  0.46  per  1,000 
cf  the  population  as  compared  with  1954  and  is  again  lower 
than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  15.0. 

There  were  7  still  births  during  the  year  giving  a 
rate  of  0.38  as  compared  with  0.33  last  year.  The 
England  and  Wales  rate  was  0.35. 

The  births  comparability  factor,  the  ratio  of  the 
national  to  the  local  fertility  index,  was  1.17. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  -  196  was  17 
more  than  in  1954  and  gives  a  death  rate  of  10.66,  an  increase 
of  0.94.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  U.7. 

The  deaths  comparability  factor  was  0*83. 
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The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age 
showed  a  fall  to  more  normal  proportions,  7  this  year  as 
against  11.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  27*7  and 
the  England  and  "Tales  figure  was  24. 9*  The  causes  of  death  were 
tentorial  tear  2,  cerebral  injury  1,  anaemia  1,  acute  meningitis 
1,  broncho  pneumonia  1,  acute  bronchiolitis  1. 

Two  deaths  were  due  to  tuberculosis  and  other  infectious 
disease  were  responsible  for  15  deaths  -  influenza  2,  pneumonia 

13. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  number  of  notifications  received  during  the  year  was 
94  and  whooping  cough  accounted  for  43  of  these.  It  is  believed 
that  this  does  not  represent  the  true  incidence  of  whooping  cough 
in  the  district  and  it  is  as  yet  too  early  to  assess  the  value  of 
Immunisations  against  this  disease. 


The  low  incidence  of  measles ,  only  7  notifications,  is 
characteristic  of  the  disease  in  this  district  where  measles 
shows  a  two  yearly  cycle.  It  it  most  probable  that  195 6 
will  show  a  much  higher  rate  that  usual  owing  to  the  increased 
number  of  susceptible s  as  1954  notifications  were  only  approx¬ 
imately  half  the  average  number. 

Dysentery  (Sonne)  -  was  responsible  for  10  notifications. 
This  disease  is  often  highly  infective  and  very  few  of  the 
organisms  can  infect  a  child.  In  each  of  two  families  there  were 
three  cases. 

It  is  now  clear  that  dysentery  in  recent  years  has  changed 
from  a  comparatively  rare  and  fatal  disease  to  a  mild  and  widely 
prevalent  endemic  disease  with  a  low  case  fatality  rate. 

Should  this  state  of  affairs  continue  it  is  likely  that  the 
disease  will  become  mere  prevalent  in  the  area, 

Previously  carriage  by  food,  drink  or  food  utensils  was 
considered  to  be  the  chief  mode  of  spread;  nowadays  personal 
contact  would  appear  to  play  an  important  role. 

Special  attention  to  personal  hygiene  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  the  prevention  of  this  disease. 
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Food  Poisoning  -  Five  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified 
in  the  3  I'd.  Quarter  of  the  year  and  three  cases  in  the  4th. 
Quarter.  In  one  minor  outbreak:  4  members  of  a  family,  all 
elderly  people,  had  consumed  for  lunch  part  of  a  tin  of 
"Beef ex"  corned  beef  .sold  by  Oxo  Ltd.  but  actually  processed 
in  T'anganyka,  and  tinned  soup,  the  origin  of  which  was 
untraceable.  The  symptoms  cane  on  within  2-4  hours  after 
partaking  of  the  meal,  were  quite  severe  but  cleared  up 
within  48  hours.  On  the  f ollovdng  day  the  householder  sent 
the  Beef  ex  tin  with  some  of  the  contents  to  the  Public 
■Analyst  who  in  turn  forwarded  it  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  A  profuse  growth  of  staphylococcus  aureus  was 
isolated  from  the  corned  beef.  There  was  no  evidence  that 
any  members  of  the  household  had  any  infection  of  this 
nature.  Two  other  tins  of  Beef  ex  from  the  same  batch  yielded 
negative  results  on  laboratory  investigation.  It  would 
appear  that  this  tin  of  corned  beef  was  responsible  for  the 
infection. 


In  another  family  two  twin  boys,  aged  7  months, 
developed  diarrhoea  and  salmonella  typhimurium  was 
isolated.  The  source  of  the  inf  ection  was  not  traced. 

The  remaining  single  cases  were  due  to  (a)  salmonella  abony 
and  (b)  salmonella  typhimurium. 

Poliomyelitis  -  severe  paralysis  developed  in  one  of 
the  two  cases  notified. 

Rieumonia.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  6  out 
of  the  15  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  occurred  in  R.A.F. 
personnel  serving  at  Swanton  Morley. 

Diphtheria.  No  case  was  notified. 

The  incidence  of  the  notifiable  diseases  is  given  in 
bhe  following  tables,  the  first  giving  the  total 
notifications  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the 
previous  three  years,  and  the  second  table  giving  the 
age  distribution. 
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Tuberculosis 

During  the  year  6  cases  were  added  to  the  register  of 

which  2  were  inward  transfers.  This  is  the  lowest  annual 

addition  ever  recorded,  the  previous  lowest  being  in  1953  when  10 

new  cases  and  4  inward  transfers  were  added  to  the  register. 
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The  distribution  of  the  6  cases  by  age  and  sex  is  given 
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(a.;  denotes  one  inward  transfer. 


There  were  two  deaths  from  tuberculosis  this  year. 
The  numbers  remaining  on  the  register  were  :  ~ 
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The  statistics  for  the  County  of  Norfolk  per  1,000  of 
the  population  in  1955  ere  given-  below  with  the  data  for 
Mitford  and  Laundatch  in  brackets  for  purposes  of  comparison. 
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B.C  «Ct«  7  accination 


Tuberculin  testing  and  B.C ,G.  vaccination  were  offered 
to  school  children  aged  14  years  .and  over  at  the  following 
schools  -  Dereham  Girls*  High  School ,  Dereham  Boys  and  Girls 
Modern  Secondary  Schools  and  Litchan  Area  School,, 

The  results  are  tabulated  below  :  - 
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- 
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8 
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The  Chest  Physician  very  kindly  screened  the  positive 
reactors  and  in  all  cases  the  X-ray  appearance  was  within 
normal  limits.. 

Cancer  of  the  lung 

The  relationship  between  smoking  and  lung  cancer 
continued  to  receive  much  attention  during  the  year. 

Cancer  is  coming  into  greater  prominence  because  of  the 
continued  progress  in  medicine  and  surgery  and  because  of  the 
increasing  ageing  of  the  population. 

Over  the  country  as  a  whole  there  is  a  gradual  increase 
in  male  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  respiratory  system. 
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It  would  be  unwise  to  draw  any  hard  and  fast  infer encen 
from  the  statistics  of  a  snail  population  such  as  I  am  dealing 
with  in  this  report.  Accordingly  the  statistics  which  I  glue 
below  are  for  information  only. 
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Causes  of  Death 
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xhe  causes  of4  death  are  given  in  the  following  table 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  ;  -• 
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^Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
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| Diabetes 
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|  system 

I  Coronary  disease,  angina 
iHypertension  with  heart 
§  disease 
lOther  heart  disease 
fOther  circulatory  disease 
£Lnf  luenza 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


i\rea  (in  acres)  102,371 

Population  (estimated 

mid-1955)'  18,420 

Rateable  Value  (1st.  April  1938)  £  78,890 

Estimated  product  of  a 

penny  rate  (1st.  April  1936 )£  .  314 

MEDICAL  STATISTICS 

Extracts  from  vital  statistics  for  the  year,  relating 
to  the  net  births  and  deaths  after  correction  for  outward  and 
inward  transfers,  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General. 
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Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  f  ]-  | 
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Total  1  5  1  2  I  7 


~  1 1 1  n  t »  h  » n  m  i  ♦ » m  ♦  n  u  u » *  \  i » * . » » i .  t  u  u  I-*  1 1 1  m  *  •,  m  *  u  ;.t » i  •  i  >  i » n  u  h  1 4 1  n  n 


. . . . . .  . 5  . . . i,,,.,., . . . ......iE 

f  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  ! 

!  live  births  27.7.  A.O  I  24.9  ’ 

. . . . . . . . , . . . n, a, ,„h, n,,,,,!,, 

Diphtheria  Lnmunisation  Scheme 


The  f allowing  immunisations  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  by  general  practitioners  and  the  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer. 

*  M  M  I  I  4  I  H  n  ,  4  /  I  |  I  n  I  H  n  4 !  H  IJ I  D  H  4  h  1  M  I  M  f  J  j  I  Q  r  f  f  H  M  «  m  i  H  >  M  f  I  i .  m  M  f  W  l  m  I  f  U  i  H  un  u  f  H  .  » 4  <  I J : ;  :  H  I )  Ip  m  I  I  H  M  4 1  i  4 1  4  <  i  4  f  H  M  I  M  <  £i  M  J  )  M  1  f  H  » ! ;  *  i  4  H  f  f  if  b 

1  Under  1-f  1  j  2  j  3  I  4  f  5-9  1 10-14  |  Total! 

. . "" . . . | . . . . " . I"" . '•£' . . . S,„  „J 

..Rlimarjr . |. . 60 . j 38  I  11 [.2 | 8  1 118  I  .  28  I  265  I 

Reinforcing  |  f  I  I  I 13  1318  [  292  I  62 3  i 

imtnnthinnnn  m  <-nnunmnniintinntmnt(ir, 

Total  1  888  ! 


TinunrttUtitininhQt 

Primary  immunisations  in  the  first  two  years  of  life  are 
almost  entirely  combined  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough. 
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rn/iiiiiii'iinttiitnimninimmih 


Records  received  in  my  office  show  that  in  the  10 
years  1946  -  1955*  2687  children  received  complete 

primary  injections  against  diphtheria  and  3398 
reinforcing  injections  were  given.  These  figures  are 
incomplete  as  all  records  are  not  received  from  general 
practitioners.  There  were  2867  births  in  the  district 
in  the  same  period. 

Vaccination 

The  number  of  vaccinations  was  slightly  less  than 
last  year. 

f  it  n»nt  itft  innitin  u  tt  t  u  mt  mtt  tnti  i  f  i  ht  i  nm  I  u  1 1  >nn*tt  u  t  iiih  n  n  m  I  n  i  mn  1 1 1 1 1  mti  tH  n  H  tnnm  m  t  Jii*  u  •  t  , ,  ■ : ,  i ,  h  m  m  <  ■  n  i  •  n  >  i ,  1 1  •  n  » *  n  .  n  i  n  1 1 » n  1 1  n  n  *  i  j 

I  Under  1  year  1  1  !  2-4  |  5  ~14  - 15  and  over 

Primary  |  65  |  2  I  1  |  -  |  2 

♦  i  i  •  u  « 1 1 ;  I » t  II !  • « M  1 1 1 « i  1 1 . « » '  l '  i  H  l  M  i  1  n  *  M  t » » •  i  n  1 1 1  U  •  U  t  M  !  I » t  n  t  U 1 1  H  1 1 II 1 1 U 1 1 1 U  1 1  i  m  i » ID  m  It  i  1 1  *  II I '  M  |  O I  m  . )  ♦  1 1 1  *  5  n  1 1'  c  1 1 1 !  i  |  j  i  I  ♦!  f  n » 1 1  f  t  J  H  1 1:  l  M  l  i|  I  n  1 1  n  M  U  » m  M  1 1  H  r » M  H  J  n  1 1  *  *  U  n  H 

Re -vaccinations?  -  |  -  l  -  I  3  I  9 

•  n i n >  1 1  n  1 1 n > i  n  1 1 1 1 1  , 1 1 1 1 n i ; i r  i  >  ■  >t  i  ’  n n i i : 1 1 n  t ot i  u 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 } 1 1 1 1 ( n 1 1 n i  f  n  n t i  t  * 1 1 i !  ■  > n i i  < .  i in 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 n 1 1 n  hh tl t  ■  1 1 n n j  i 1 1 1 1  n 1 1 1 1 : t n i J i m n i i it h u i 1 1 f  i > > 1 1 1 ri n  n f  f  j i J i u / 1 1 n t i n f  < / / •  >  1 1 J * t / 

Housing 

The  number  of  houses  erected  in  1955  was  :  - 

1)  By  the  Council  32 

2)  By  private  enterprise  18 

There  was  an  appreciable  fall  in  the  number  of 
applicants  on  the  housing  list  at  the  end  of  the  year* 

229  as  compared  with  319  a  year  age. 

The  number  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  is:  pre-war 
353*  post-war  504* 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949 

The  appropriate  action  was  taken  under  Part  Vll  of 
the  above  regulations  in  four  cases  where  tubercle 
bacillus  was  found  in  milk  samples,  collected  by  the 
County  Milk  Sampling  Officer,  on  laboratory  investigation. 
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.  i  n  m  »h  1 1  a  i m  M  i  PVitliHiiuiihiiitltifflii >nnnTi 


tjiiiiniiinillllilllliiiiiinii  iimiiHiiituiHiiitiiiiimiiMiii'iiiHi 


Cases  r  |  -  Cases 

Remaining  =  New  Cases  reported  l  Notices  Removed  §  Remaining 

1.1.55  |  1.1.55  -  31.12.55.  j  1.1.55  -  31.12.55.!  31.12.55. 

"miimriiiiiiimtuiiiiiiUHi  i  >  m  >  iiiDiiiin  iiimtum  mi  mu .)  mum  ml  mm  mm  iiim  muiihi  mim.5  '  mum  mi  imimmmmimmimmmmim  lm  mummTmmmmi/  mmmmimmm 

Brucella  !  I  § 

•  iiuntiiiM  minimi.  »n  r  ~  .  z 

Abortus  1  !  I 

9  {  j  7  |  2 

m  m  1 1  *  n  »l » »  u  1 1  i  1  M  • » i :  M  U  1 1 1 1  M  II  •  H  M  * »  n  •  H  H  •  H  II I »  i  i  H  •  r  1 1  ^  i  n  U  M  i  U  II « | » I  n  1 1  M  I » t  < » u « M  »  M 1 » » H  *  1 1  i «» > » J  { II »  B  •»  1 1 1  n  » ♦  M  l  U  1 1  i  H  U  <  U  1 1 1  *  i  f  *  *  *  J  t » I  M : » I  ♦ » 1  i  n  I  f »  M  1 1 1 1  H  H  f  ♦  r  /  M  i  J  <Ii  M  M  f  Jl  H  M  ♦  H  » *  J  1 1  n  U  f « 1 1 1  >  I  j » (  H 

Tuberculosis  ='  I  I 

•  mmimmtiiH: immimummm  z  r 

f  4  j  3.  -1  1 

District  Water  Schemes 


Schemes  have  been  completed  and  are  operating  in  Little 
Dunham,  Hockering,  Rougham,  North  Elmhan,  Ditch  an,  Mattishall, 
Shipdham  and  Whissonsett. 

Mains  have  been  laid  and  pumping  machinery  is  availed 
for  Swanton  Morley,  Colkirk  and  Mileham. 

The  contractor  has  been  appointed  for  Beeston  and  • 
Ministry  approval  and  starting  date  ‘are  now  awaited. 

Ministry  approval  has  been  received  to  test  pump 
Weasenham,  Little  Fr  or  sham,  and  Lyng* 

The  Water  Committee  now  wish  to  proceed  with  the 
preparation  of  schemes  for  Tittleshall,  Bavdesvell, 

B intree,  Great  Dunhaii  *  and  Scorning. 

Connection  work  is  still  proceeding  at  Litcham 
and  Mattishallc 
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I  Tables  of  Connections  to  date 

. . . . . . 1 . . . . . g . . . - . . . ’T" . . . . . . 

blouses  on=  Houses  connected  | Other  § 


Parish 

Hockering 

Rougham 


fline  of 
fmain 

1  92 

1  66 


(including  Council? Connec-  |  Total 
Houses)  | tions 


uhissonsett  I  130 


Sliipdham  f  3  25 


Lt#  Dunham 

Mattishall 

Litcham 


5^ 


255 

188 


North  Elmhain  258 


61 

62 

90 

173 

49 

137 

52 

166 


3 

1 

4 


c 

J 


3 


3 


64 

63 

94 

178 

52 

139 

52 

169 


j,,.,. I,,  1,  hum 

m  /-v  4-  H  ^  ^ 


Tota 

i'miuniimiHiMH.cwi;  •  • '  *  ■'<  '• » ; ? '  »  •  •  ■ » I  > '  • 


7  790  |  21  j  811 

n  in  inmiUti  4 1  nr  ■  11  ii*  ■  i<  'iiini  11 1 .1  u,i"'  1 .  mmui  1  mi  11  itiHimiit'  iiimmiiiihi  ihiii  itiinifm  m  Him  . 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1943 
Part  1  of  the  Act* 

1*  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health,, 

lilliil'inimii' riimnim  iot  a’  .  ulnn  • .  mi  ■■  <><  •  1  mninii”  "i  >ikm'  'O  "  •  1  ’  9' 

!  Number  i  Number  of;  Occup— 

on  3  Inspec-I  written  \  iers 
:  Register!  tions  notices  ?  pros- 

I  I  -  1  \  ecuted 

. . .  . . . .  »”■ . . . . . . . . . . . ?' . . . ’■»  » 

Factories  in  which  Sections  |  1 

1, 2,3,4  and  6  are  to  be  |  |  -  f  j 

enforced  by  the  Local  f  |  i 

Authority  f  5  §  13  r-  Nil  =  Nil 


r»  i  ‘  . r  I! 


i(||(il|llhl>  l  '  f » !  •  •  ’  I  *  I  •  < » 1 1  •  I  M 


. . .  1 1 1  M  1 IXI 1 1 M  1 1  •  I '  1 1  ‘  !  1 1 1 '  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  Ip 1 " '  * 1 1 1  ‘  . . . . .  "  "  '  E 


Factories  not  included  in  ; 

(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  z 
enforced  by  the  Local  f 

Authority  =  54 


80 


Nil 


. . . . . . . .  .....I . « . <| . »< . . . . . "-•"-A'1' . . . . . . 

Other  premises  in  which  |  f 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  I  ^  .  ;  I  2 

the  Local  ^thorit^ . . . ;Nil . t„M^, . .A.L’L.,,* . .,w„, . it, . . 
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,  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  n  d  1 1 1 1 1 1  / 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  ’  1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 < 1 1'1 1 11 '  1 1 '  1 1 1 ' 1 ' 11 1 ' 1 1 1 ' 1 1 1 M '  * ' ' ' 1 11 ' 11  1 1 1 1 '  ' 1 1 ' 1 ' 1 1 1  ‘ 1 !  1 1 1 1 ' 


2.  Gases  in  which.  Defects  were  found 

f Referred  ^Referred 
I  to  H.M.  hoy  H.M. 

|  Inspector  f  Inspector 


Particulars 


Pound  |  Remedied 


prant  of  Cleanliness 
|  Overcrowding 
^Unreasonable  temperature 
|Inadequate  ventilation 
llneffective  drainage  of 
f  floors 

^Sanitary  Conveniences 

|(a)  Insufficient 

l(b)  Unsuitable  or 

|  defective 

|(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

fOther  offences  against  the 


8 


lAct. 


8 


petal  |  14  |  14  !  |  ?  I 


tlHIitUJDlCiHtMHihnu  txillM 


HUM.iiliMlWilli/Mr 


No  prosecutions  were  instituted  under  the  Acts. 


n  i'Mohmii $  t(.:<  »• »  •  »«}»<>  u»t>  u  •  t * « « r  r-" 


During  the  year  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  again 
carried  out  the  duties  of  Appointed  Factory  Doctor, 

130  juveniles  from  'che  area  for  which  he  is  responsible 
were  examined  for  fitness  for  employment,  and  68  of  these  were 
resident  in  Mitford  and  Launditch. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICA  ACT,  1946 
jjQ_cal  Health  Services  under  Part  111 
Domestic  Help  Service 

1  part  time  and  33  occasional  home  helps  were  employed 
during  the  year  and  43  cases  were  assisted  in  the  Mitford 
and  Launditch  district. 
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Mental  Health  —  Administration 


Hr .  Bopthman,  YTelfare  Officer,  remained  in  charge. 

27  cases  were  admitted  to  mental  hospitals,  20  of  these 
being  voluntary  patients,  4  certified  and  3  dealt  with 
under  section  20. 

Mental  Defectives 

The  following  cases  were  visited  and  reported  on 
periodically  : - 

30 
10 
2 

1 

5  children  attend  occupation  centres  and  6  receive 
training  at  heme. 

Two  low  grade  defectives  were  certified  and  admitted 
to  a  colony.  The  guardianship  order  was  revoked  in  one 
case  and  the  defective  readmitted  to  a  colony. 

Old  Peopled  Welfare 

There  are  now  8  old  people1  s  clubs  in  the  area,  most 
of  these  having  been  formed  during  the  past  year. 

National.  Assistance  Act,  1948 

One  case,  an  old  lady  of  72,  was  dealt  with  under 
this  net.  This  old  lady  had  for  several  years  become 
more  and  more  of  a  recluse,  refused  admission  to  callers 
and  was  finally  dependent  on  the  kindness  of  a  few 
tradesmen.  A  home  help  had  been  provided  and  eventually 
she  could  not  gain  admission  to  the  house. 

The  living  conditions  inside  were  most  unsatisfactory 

and  in  the  end  action  had  to  be  taken  when  a  minor  fire  in 

the  house  was  caused  by  her  cat  failling  down  the  chimney. 

*  1  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your-  obedient  Servant, 

A. Bo  GUILD 

Modi oal  0  f f ioor  of  He  a 1 1  a  . 


Under  statutory  supervision 
Under  friendly  supervision 
Under  guardianship 
Under  licence 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REFORT 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year 

1955. 

Water  Supplies 

The  major  source  of  water  supply  for  domestic  use  is  still 
derived  from  wells,  varying  in  depth  from  12  -  60  feet.  Most 
of  these  wells  have  wooden  covers,  the  water  being  drawn  by 
windlass  and  bucket. 

During  recent  years,  many  of  the  open  tops  have  been 
replaced  by  a  concrete  slab,  and  pump  provided.  This 
procedure  is  carried  out  after  pumping  out  and  cleaning  the 
well*  It  also  prevents  slugs,  snails,  and  surface  soil 
gaining  access  thereby* 

Complaints  of  suspected  pollution  are  investigated 
followed  by  a  sample  of  water  being  submitted  for  analysis* 

All  new  wells  are  sampled  f or  purity. 

During  the  year  127  visits  were  made  and  samples 
submitted  as  under:  -  . 


Wells 

51 

Satisfactory 

o . .  26 

Unsatisfactory 

23 

Suspicious 

2 

Bores  . . . 

16 

Satisfactory 

12 

•  90 

Unsatisf actory 

0  c  p  4 

Piped  supplie 

s  have  been  provided  in 

the  villages  of 

Mattishall,  Litcham,  and  North  Elmham*  These  supplies  are  in 
addition  to  the  villages  of  Hockering,  Rougham,  Whissonsett , 
Shipdham  and  Lt.  Dunham  where  mains  were  laid  and  in  operation 
at  the  end  of  1954* 

Water  mains  have  also  been  laid  in  the  villages  of 
Colkirk,  S  want  on  Morley  and  Mileham. 


% 
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I  b  is  interesting  to  note  the  growing  appreciation  of 
householders  having  main  water  available  on  tapc  This  is 
indicated  by  the  following  figures* 

(i)  Main  water  made  available  in  five  parishes  in  1954. 
Applications  for  connection  -  270. 

(ii)  Additional  applications  this  year  numbered  244  in 
these  parishes, 

(iii)  Main  vacer  made  available  in  three  parishes* 

Applications  for  connection  -  360. 

Samples  are  regularly  taken  from  various  points  in 
each  village  to  check  any  possible  contamination  of  the  mains. 

lne  provision  of  a  piped  supply  has  led  to  many  house¬ 
holders  converting  earth  closets  to  water  closets,  installation 
of  bathrooms,  and  drainage  systems. 

27  houses  in  S earning,  but  situated  on  the  outskirts  of 
Dereham  Urban  District  are  connected  to  the  Town*  s  public 
•water  supply.  At  the  present  time,  only  17  have  taken 
advantage  of  this  facility. 

Private  Mains  Supply 

New  Council  Housing  Sites  have  their  own  bore  from 
which  water  is  piped  into  the  houses. 

Ere  war  Council  Houses  in  the  villages  of  Mattishall, 
bit  chan  and  North  Elmham  have  been  connected  to  the  main 
supply. 

Open  Sewer  and  Surface  Water  Drains 


Sections  of  these  open  drains  run  through  built  up 
areas  of  villages,  and  become  very  offensive  during  hot  or 
humid  weather. 

This  is  mainly  due  to  sink  or  other  waste  water  being 
discharged  by  pipe,  or  thrown  into  them.  Leaves  and 
vegetation  hold  up  the  flow  of  water,  and  thereby  cause 
stagnation. 
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Every  effort  is  made  to  abate  this  nuisance,  and  109 
visits  were  made  for  this  purpose. 

The  piping  in  of  these  sections,  notably  at  Lyng  and 
Bawde swe  11 ,  would  obviate  the  necessity  for  continual 
cleaning  out,  and  the  expense  so  entailed.  In  addition, 
this  procedure  would  add  to  the  amenities  of  these  villages. 

The  Lyng  and  Bawde  swe  11  sewer  ditches  were  cleaned  out 
this  year,  the  latter  throughout  its  entire  length  of  li-63 
yards. 

Closed  in  sewer  and  surface  water  drains  run  through  the 
entire  length  of  the  main  street  in  the  villages  of  Mattishall, 
North  Elmham,  Weasenham,  Shipdham,  Litcham,  Phi ss onset t , 

Bintree  and  Eoxley.  These  cause  little  or  no  trouble. 

27  houses  in  the  parish  of  Scarning  have  a  piped  sewer 
available  which  is  connected  to  the  Urban  District  Public 
Ser/er,  but  only  15  houses  are  connected,  Part  of  this 
sewer  consists  of  a  6”  iron  pipe  supported  by  concrete  piers, 
laid  over  low  lying  marshy  land.  It  has  a  very  fleet  fall, 
and  this  together  with  the  small  f low7  of  sewerage  causes 
solids  to  accumulate  in  the  pipe.  In  very  severe  weather, 
freezing  up  is  liable  to  occur  with  resulting  damage  to  the 
sewer. 

Drainage 

Large  houses  such  as  Halls  and  the  majority  of  farm 
houses  have  septic  tank  drainage  systems.  In  some  cases,  these 
were  installed  many  years  ago,  complaints  received  that  private 
systems  are  not  functioning  are  investigated,  and  advice  given 
for  the  reconstruction  or  other  work  necessary  to  render  these 
systems  satisfactory. 

81  new  private  drainage  systems  were  installed  and  121 
visits  made  to  inspect  the  work  in  progress  and  testing  on 
completion, 

19  visits  were  made  to  test  drainage  or  extensions  to 
housing  sites. 
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55  visits  to  sewerage  plants  serving  Post  War  Housing 
Sites  were  made  in  order  to  ascertain  their  condition  and 
proper  functioning,, 

The  Canning  Factory,  Messrs.  Corbatch  Ltd.  at  Beeston 
is  visited  regularly  and  the  firm  has  continued  to  make 
improvements  to  deal  with  the  effluent  therefrom.  The 
filter  beds  have  been  doubled  in  size  and  the  media 
completely  renewed.  Regular  samples  of  the  effluent  at 
various  points  adjacent  to  the  factory  and  in  the  river 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination. 

Scavenging 

This  service  covers  the  whole  of  the  District,  and  is 
carried  out  by  contract  with  Messrs.  Edwin  Clark  Ltd.  of 
nveley,  Assex.  It  provides  for  the  weekly  emptying  of 
sanitary  pails,  fortnightly  collection  of  house  refuse,  and 
twice  yearly  emptying  of  cesspools.  The  scheme  has  been 
in  operation  for  six  years. 

Very  few  complaints  were  received-,  and  with  the  . 

exception  of  seasonal  difficulties  in  adverse  weather, 
collections  of  night  soil  and  house  refuse  have  been 
carried  out  on  the  appointed  day,  and  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  pump  out  some  of  the 
Post  War  housing  site  sewage  installations  at  very  frequent 
intervals  due  to  subsoil  preventing  efficient  disposal  of 
the  effluent. 

Replacement  of  the  unsatisfactory  receptacles  now  used 
by  covered  dustbins  would  assist  materially  in  a  more 
efficient  collection  of  this  refuse  and  prevention  of 
mfe station  of  flies  and  other  vermin. 

There  are  8  refuse  pits  and  fires  occurred  at  two  of 
these,  during  the  year.  The  fires  probably  started  by 
irresponsible  persons,  and  could  have  caused  considerable 
damage  to  growing  barley  etc.  on  land  adjoining  these 
disposal  sites. 

159  visits  were  made  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  in 
connection  with  the  supervision  of  the  scheme. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Your  Council  employ  three  full  time  rat  catchers  who 
cover  the  whole  area.  A  summary  of  visits  and  treatments 
carried  out  by  them  is  given  below:  - 

rlMMiHimiMiHMliiii,  iiMMimmmiMiiilii I  mi  u  MUM  II.  Mm in  itumiii  i  mi  mu  111111+111  m  iiiHimtiiii  mum  in  mu imumiijmiHuiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiimumiiiitmMui^ 

Tvpe  of  I  No.  I  Infestation  I  Treated  = 

Xj  1  —  -  iHMtiHHlillHillllUUillMlil!  -Z.  ’  f  HI  1 1  If  M 1 1 J  ill  U  U I  •  M  - 

Property  llnspected  I  Major;  Minor  |  Major  |  Minor  ; 
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Housing  &  Public  Health  Acts 
No.  of  complaints  investigated 

No.  of  inspections  and  re-inspections 

No.  of  Moveable  Duellings  inspected 

Informal  requests  to  carry  out  work  of 
repair  etc. 

Work  completed  as  a  result  of  above 

Statutory  Notices  served 
Work  completed 

No.  of  houses  considered  incapable  of 
being  made  fit  at  a  reasonable  expense 

Demolition  Orders  made 

Closing  Orders  made 


#  ©  * 


•  «  * 


«  •  « 


4  0  4 


•  •  t> 


•  04 


82 

217 

63 

74 

55 

4 

Nil 

18 

4 

2 
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D'-U’3  '.isu  bouses  deiriolSshed 
Undertakings  not  to  re-let  accented' 
iiQuejmg  Act,  1949  -  Improvement  Grant s 


3 

12 


The  number  of  applications  for  grants  to  Improve 

property  have  :  : -creased*  The  work  mainly  consists  of  the 

-Pz  °vision  ahequate  and' wholesome  hot  and  cold  water  supply 

Tn  ohin  the  house 9  installation  of  bathroom*  water  closet  and 
drainage. 


1:1  some  cases,  additional  bedroom  and  living  room 
accommodation  is  included. 

The  usual . procedure  has  been  a  request  for  a  visit  to 
oe  ine.de  aiia  aavace  prior  to  the  preparation  of  plans  and 
estimates  of  the  cost  being  obtained.  Investigation  of  these 
applications  take  up  a  considerable  amount  of  time.  In  some 
eases,  the  proposed  work  was  found  not  asoribable  as  works  of 
improvement  under-  the  Act, 


During  me  pear  82  proposed  applications  were 
investigated.  37  applj.ca.tr*  or:s  were  finally  submitted  and 
appi  oved  by  your  iublic  Health  Ocrnii.it  toe 


12  s ohenes.  ware  canpletsd. 


.8  SCaFvn.'^ 


esc  the  end  of  cm  year  ^  and  7  schemes  were  not 


lemes  were  in  progress 


commenced. 


14  schemes  were  in  progress  at  the  end  of  1954  and 
completed  this  year, 

it  may  be  01  incerest  to  note  tne  type  of  property 

on  whicn  unsse  grants  have  been  made.  These  are  classified 
as  under:  - 


houses  owner  occupied 
Houses  let  to  tenants 


e  ©  © 


23 

28 


--Ql  visits  were  ma.de  to  Inspect  work  in  pr ogres 


o 
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Housing  Repairs  &  Rents  Act,  1954  -  Unfit  Houses 


Under  the  above  Act  each  Local  Authority  in  the  country  v/as 
required  to  furnish  to  the  Minister,  on  or  before  the  30th/ 
August,  1955 *  details  of  Unfit  houses  in  their  areas,  together 
with  proposals  for  dealing  with  same,  including  a  programme  of 
action  for  the  first  five  years.  In  this  connection,  all 
houses  originally  scheduled  as  unfit  under  the  Aural  Housing 
Survey,  together  with  a  number  of  borderline  cases,  were 
revisited.  It  is  however,  considered  that  generally  speaking, 
the  standard  of  housing  accommodation  throughout  the  area  is 
below’  the  require  ments  of  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  195 A. 
n  Sub  Committee  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  together  with 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  inspected 
a  number  of  unfit  houses,  and  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  to 
adequately  re-house  all  families,  would  be  the  subject  of  a  long 
term  policy  extending  over  a  prolonged  period  of  time.  It  was 
therefore,  suggested  that  as  the  Government  have  intimated  that 
additions  to  the  number  of  unfit  house  may  be  made  from  time  to 
time,  the  report  in  the  first  instance  should  consist  of  those 
houses  in  which  conditions  were  worst  and  action  most  urgent. 

The  report  was  therefore  prepared  on  these  lines.  Those 
properties  which  might  be  classed  as  borderline  cases,  were 
omitted  even  though  they  fall  short  of  the  desired  standard. 

In  this  connection,  I  would  like  to  stale  that  in  my  opinion, 
unless  many  of  the  dwellings  in  the  area  receive  much  more 
maintenance  than  they  have  in  the  past  it  may  well  be  that 
further  deterioration  will  ensue,  and  in  due  course  they  will 
have  to  be  dealt  with  as  part  of  the  slum  clearance  programme. 

Owner  occupiers  of  unfit  houses,  were  with  a  few 
exceptions  omitted  from  the  report,  as  it  was  considered 
advisable  having  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  problem  to  defer 
action  on  this  type  of  property  for  the  time  being. 

Details  of  the  unfit  houses  in  the  area,  which  are 
divided  into  three  stages  as  far  as  priority  for  demolition 
is  concerned  are  as  follows: - 
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|  Total  No,  scheduled  unfit  houses  689 
§  Deduct  No,  unoccupied  dwellings  f  199 


19? 


Q 


343  I  166  |  180 


163 


19  I  17 


I  No.  occupied  unfit  dwellings 
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The  Council  in  accepting  the  report  decided  that  the 
estimated  time  for  demolishing  the  above  4-90  occupied  unfit 
dwellings  would  be  15  years,  and  that  stages,  1,  2  &  3,  be  the 
first,  second,  and  third  five  year  programmes  respectively. 

Xc  was  further  decided  that  no  action  with  respect  to  clearance 
areas  be  recommended  at  this  stage. 

Sale  of  Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1954- 

14-2  inspections  were  made  of  shops,  cafes,  mobile  vans, 
bakehouses  etc.  including  7  fried  fish  establishments.  The 
standard  of  cleanliness,  orderly  arrangements  of  goods  and 
general  hygiene  is  a  credit  to  the  shop  keepers  in  this 
district.  There  staff  are  employed  it  would  be  an  advartage 
to  irstal  wash  basins  with  hot  water  as  a  safeguard  against 
unintentional  contamination.  Licensed  premises  are  visited 
and.  the  Brewers  have  been  cooperative  in  acceding  to  my  request 
for  improving  and,  providing  additional  sanitary  accommodation 
to  these  premises.  In  my  opinion  sinks  with  ample  supply  of 
hot  water  for  the  proper  cleansings  of  glasses  is  necessary  and 
should  be  provided.  There  are  now  only  7  cafes  in  the  area, 

39  visits  were  made,  and  the  premises  are  satisfactory. 


The  amount  of  foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  has  been 
very  small,  the  largest  items  being  84-  lbs.  of  cod  fillet  and 
74-  lbs.  beef. 

i 

The  Canning  Factory,  Messrs.  Corbatch  Ltd.  Beeston  has 
a  large  canteen  and  this  is  regularly  visited  under  this  net. 


School  canteens  were  also  inspected,  and  found  very 
satisfactory  both  in  the  hygiene  of  the  staff  and  cleanliness 
of  the  premises. 
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Meat  Inspection 


There  axe  7  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  this  District* 

Killing  is  carried  out  mostly  on  Mondays'  although  some; 
slaughtering  takes  place  on  other  days  of  the  week  in 
addition. 

302  visits  were  made  to  inspect  carcases  at  time  of 
killing*  A  table  of  meat  inspection  is  included  at  the  end 
of  this  report. 

Two  butchers  buy  their  beef  ’’off  the  hook51  from  Caws  ton 
abattoir.  It  was  only  necessary  to  conlemn  some  organ  or 
part  of  a  carcase  in  the  case  of  37  bovines,  4  pigs,  and  6  sheep. 

Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  in  this 
District.  Wrapped  ice  cream  and  iced  lollies  are  obtained, 
from  large  producers  outside  this  Area.  The  consignments 
are  delivered  in  special  containers  to  the  shops  and  sold  in 
wrapped  packets. 

46  retailers  are  registered  with  this  Authority. 

47  samples  of  ice  cream  and  33  iced  lollies  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  with  the  follov/ing 
results: - 

33 --C  Iced  Lollies  -  Satisfactory  ...  3 

13  Doubtful 

1 

In  connection  with  these  samples,  it  is  interesting  to 
observe  that  3  lolly  samples  involving  2  manufacturing  companies 
were  found  to  be  contami  nated  with  bacteria  which  could  cause 
serious  illness* 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  In  the  areas  where  the  factories 
were  situated  were  immediately  contacted,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
the  cause  of  the  contamination.  In  the  case  of  one  product  which 
is  distributed  on  a  nation  wide  scale,  I  was  informed  that  a  medic 
inspection  of  the  factory  personnel  had  revealed  that  contaminatio 
of  the  commodity  was  probably  due  to  the  presence  of  cuts  and 
abrasions  etc.  on  the  employees  hands. 


Ice  Cream 


Grade  1 
"  2 

if  3 


Page  23 


ixS  far  as  the  other  product  was  concerned,  which  has  a 
limited  distribution  in  the  East  aJiglian  Area,  contamination 
wa.s  probably  due  to  unauthorised  handling  of  the  finished 
product  before  wrapping* 

Both  factories  were  well  equipped  and  the  cause  of  the 
ci  ouble  was  probably  due  to  high  pressure  seasonal  production, 
witii  greatly  increased  stafi ,  some  of  whom  it  was  felt,  were 
not  as  conscious  as  they  should  be,  of  the  potential  dangers 
involved,  ii  they  departed  from  the  strictest  hygienic  practices* 

Fortunately,  in  both  cases,  no  notifications  were 
received  of  any  illness  caused  by  consumption  of  the  contaminated 
commodity ,  buo  che  reverse  could  quite  well  have  been  the  case* 

In  bo tn  instances,  the  managements  of  the  factories  concerned, 
immediately  implemented  recommendations  from  the  local  Health* 
Departments  with  a  view  to  preventing  similar  future  occurrences. 

These  adverse  sample  reports,  in  my  opinion,  illustrates 
one  need  f or  continued  and  repeated  sampling,  particularly 
during  the  peak  sales  period  of  the  summer  months. 

Mi lk  Supplie  s 

Special  Designation  (Pasteurised  &  Tuberculin  Tested) 

5  retailers  were  granted  renewal  of  licences  to 
distribute  special  designated  milk. 


The  milk  is  botjled  at  large  Creameries  outside  the 
Area,  and  delivered  to  the  retailers*  The  empty  bottles 
are  then  returned  to  the  Creameries  f  or  sterilising  and 
refilling* 

21  visits  were  made  in  respect  of  reconstruction  of 
cowshed  drainage. 

Petroleum  Acts 

Applications  for  new  licences  and  renewal  of  licences  are 
checked  by  my  department. 
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Factory  Acts  1937  -  1948 


93  inspections  were  made  of  Factories,  and  details  of 
these  and  action  taken  in  respect  of  these  regulations  are 
included  at  the  end  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health* s 
Annual  Report . 


I  have  the  honour  to  he 

Your  obedient  Servant 

W„  H.  EDWARDS , 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Meat  Inspection 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in 
whole  or  in  part 

Cattle  Sheep 

Excluding  Cows  Calves  &  Rigs  Horses 
Cows  Lambs 
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Cattle  Sheep 

Excluding  Cows  Calves  &  Pigs  Horses 
Cows  Lambs 
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Cardases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 
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Percentage  of  the 
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affected  with 
tuberculosis 
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